Sorporkumal
(Energy from Waste)
pydingar & ensku i svigum (translations in English in brackets)

brennsla i stad flokkunar, jardgerdar og urdunar
(incineration instead of grading, composting and landfill)

Urgangur fra éllum athéfnum mannskepnunar—jafnt kvenna sem karla; fré heimilum
og Ollum ytri umsvifum—->byrjar tilveru sina med 'neikveedu’ verdi. Hann er 'skuld' en ekki
'eign’. Verdid er afgangsstaerd, sem haekkar vid sérhverja medhéndlun uns drganginum er
fargad. Hér a landi felst hugtakid férgun enn i uréun, sem ad visu fjarlaegir urganginn ur
augsyn, en eydir honum ekki. Urgangi er sépad undir teppid i ordsins fyllstu merkingu.

(Waste from all acts of mankind—whether from females or males; from their homes and all
peripheral activities—begins to exist with a 'negative' value. It is a 'debit’, not a 'credit’. The value is
an add-on figure, which increases whenever the waste is dealt with, until it is disposed of. In this
country, the concept disposal still means landfill, which certainly takes the waste out of sight, but
does not dispose of it. Waste is swept under the carpet in a true sense of the word).

begar urgangur er urdadur hefst medferd natturunnar—rotnun, sem er haegur bruni.
Ytri mérk umhverfishitastiga & Islandi eru -10°C ad vetri til og +20°C um sumarid. Mikinn
hluta arsins hanga pessi hitastig 68ru hvoru megin vid frostmarkio—jafnt daga sem neetur,
einkum nordan heida. Medalhitastig i j6rou & arsvisu verda apekk, eda jafnvel laegri pbegar
snjor liggur. Urdun vid adstaedur sem pessar ma likja vid ad lauma urganginum i isskapinn
frammi i eldhusi; sum efni rotna par mun haegar en énnur og mérg alls ekki.

(Nature's handling—decay, which is a slow combustion—begins when waste it is deposited
in a landfill. The outer limits of temperatures in Icelandic environment are -10°C during the winter
and +20°C in the summer. The best part of the year, the temperatures hover around freezing point
—day and night, particularly up North. Average temperatures in the ground are almost the same
throughout the year, sometimes even lower before snow takes up. Depositing waste in a landfill at
these conditions is like putting it away in the refrigerator in the kitchen; some materials decay much
slower than others and some not at all).

Oftar en ekki rotnar bara kjarni urdads efnis, og i littum svaedum rotnar ekki einu sinni
hann. Keelingin—ofan fra og nedan og fra éllum hlidum—haegir a efnahvérfum rotnunar
likt og i greenmetinu i isskapnum. bess eru deemi ad ef urdunarstadir eru rofnir fyrir mistok,
eftir ad hafa legid Ohreyfdir i aratugi, koma up heillegar vambir—eitthvad gétottar, ad
sjalfségdu—allt ad pvi aetilegar matarleifar og ageet en po urelt plastleikféng. Jardgerd er
besta grddrarstia fyrir lifseigar pestir—miltisbrand, stifkrampa og ridu og 'framleidd’ mold
er stundum urdud (Kirkjubaejarklaustur).

(More often than not, only the core of a landfill decays, and in small landfills even the core
does not. The cooling effect—from above and below and from all sides—reduces the speed of the
decaying process, much like in vegetables in the refrigerator. When landfills are opened by an
accident, after not having been tampered with for decades, whole rumens have been found—with
some holes, of course—almost edible kitchens wastes, and excellent plastic toys, although a bit
outdated. Composting is an excellent nursery for obstinate plagues—anthrax, tetanus and scrapie
(Creutzfeldt-Jakob-disease) and ‘produced’ soil is often sent to earthfill (Kirkjubaejarklaustur)).

bad er utbreiddur misskilningur ad med pvi ad flokka akvedin efni fra til endurvinnsiu
megi breyta urgangi i verdmeet hraefni til idnadar. betta er heegt ef malmar eiga i hlut. Um
endurnytingu 'mjukra’ urgangsefna—plastefna og pappirs—gilda énnur Ibgmal. Idnadurinn
vill pessi efni ekki, pvi pau parf ad hreinsa og endurvinna. Hreinsunin er dyr og endurunnin
hraefni verda ekki eins god og ny. Hinsvegar eru pessi 'mjuku’ urgangsefni ageet eldsneyti,
med ha hitagildi. bess eru lika deemi ad flokkud efni—svokdllud flokkudu fiéll—hafa verid
urdud eda brennd pvi peim var ofaukid i hag- og vistkerfum nyrra tima.

(A widespread misunderstanding has it that separating certain materials for recycling will

change waste into valuable raw materials for the industries. While this can be done with metals,
other principles are valid for 'soft' waste materials—plastics and paper. These materials are not at
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all well seen by the fabrication industries, since they have to be cleaned and reprocessed. The
cleaning is expensive and reprocessed raw materials are not as good as new ones. On the other
hand, these 'soft' waste materials constitute excellent fuels, with high heat values. It has happened
that graded waste—so called graded mountains—have been put in landfills or incinerated because
they are superfluous in the state-of-the-art economies and ecosystems of new times).

béttbylissamfélég a meginlandi Evropu og vestanhafs—med hundrud pusunda og
Jafnvel miljonir ibua—hafa reynt flokkun til endurnytingar og mérg gefist upp vegna bagrar
hagkveemni. Dreifbylissamfélog—med ibuafjélda sem hleypur a hundudum, og pusundum
pegar vel laetur—eiga erfitt um vik. En petta er gbfug hugsjon og maltaekid segir ad 'fatt er
svo med bllu illt ad ekki bodi eitthvad goftt'. Augljés kostur vid flokkun til endurnytingar er ad
adferdafraedin agar; hun vekur til medvitundar um hreinlaeti og beetta umgengni.

(Densely populated communities on the European Continent and across the Atlantic—with
hundreds of thousands and even millions of inhabitants—have tried to grade for recycling and
many given it up due to poor returns. Hinterland communities—with only hundreds of inhabitants,
thousands in best instances—rface difficulties. But this is a noble ideal and a proverb says that
‘nothing is so totally bad that it does not bring something good'. An obvious advantage of grading

for recycling is that the methodology disciplines; it encourages awareness to maintain surroundings
clean and improve house keeping).

Vid lifum i allsnaegtasamfélagi. Héfudastaedan fyrir vanda tengdum férgun a urgangi
felst i offrambodi a litt p6rfum varningi (umbudir, fatnadur, sjonvérp, utvorp, leikféng). bessi
offramleidsla verdur ekki stédvud og pvi parf ad mida afkést nyrra sorporkustédva vid pad
heidarmagn, sem peim getur borist um fyrirsjaanlega framtid. P6 eru efni, sem flokkud eru
fra til endurnytingar og jardgerdar, tiltblulega litill hluti af heildarmagninu. begar hugsjonir
prytur og menn gefast upp a ad halda ofangreindum verksvidum (flokkun og jardgerd) til
streitu purfa sorporkustédvar ad geta tekid vid efnunum og fargad peim. Ad pvi kemur.

(We live in societies, where there is (more than) enough of everything. The main reason for
problems related to the disposal of waste is excessive offer of goods (packing materials, clothing,
televisions, radios, toys). This excess cannot be halted and, therefore, the capacities of new waste
incinerators must be sufficient for the total quantities that can be expected in foreseeable future.
When the ideals are no longer there and people give it up to maintain above referred activities

(grading and composting), waste incinerators with heat recovery must be capable of receiving
these material and dispose of them. This will ultimately happen.

Gjoért i Képavogi i agust 2008
(done in Kopavogur, Iceland, in August 2008)
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